THE  PNYX.

assembly, in which the people deliberated on
matters of state. Time has done no injury
here, for the hand of man had done little to
embellish what nature had shaped, and patriotic
zeal had rendered memorable; the Athenians
took counsel in the open air; the vault of a
Grecian heaven was their roof; the walls of
their parliament house were the mountains that
protected their land, and its ornaments were
the temples of their goda and the trophies of
their heroes, nearly all of which were visible
from the spot. Among the green hills to the
west of the Acropolis, and distant from it about
a quarter of a mile, extends a long semicircular
wall of solid rock, made regular by the chisel,
the lower tier of which consists of vast
blocks, apparently brought to the spot by
human labour, and fitted to each other. One
of these, which I measured, id nine feet square ;
another is twelve feet by eight, and propor-
tionally thick- This semicircular enclosure
is the place of assembly; in the centre of the
natural wall is a range of rude steps, aur-